
May 2014 

Sponsored by the Uniting Church 

 

Gympie Region 

 

May 
 

19th Maria ten Bohmer 

19th Leah Schulz 

20th Lisa Heading 

24th Jenny Rigby 

25th Kim Marshall 

4th  Fortnight Ending 

16th Show Holiday 

18th Fortnight Ending 
 

MOVING CHILDREN OUT OF BOOSTER SEATS:  5 Step Test for moving 

your child out of a Booster Seat. 

 Can the child sit with their back against the vehicles seat backrest? 

 Do the child's knees reach the front edge of the seat allowing them 

to bend their legs comfortably? 

 Does the sash (shoulder) belt sit across the middle of the shoulder, 

not on the neck or off the shoulder over the arm? 

 Is the lap belt sitting low across the hips ie; across the lap, possibly 

touching the thighs? 

 Can the child stay seated comfortably like this for a whole trip? 

 

If a YES was answered to all 5 questions, then the child is ready to move 

out of a Booster seat, into an Adult Lap/Sash seatbelt (ie:  Three point or 

across shoulder seatbelt).  If NO was answered to one or more, then 

they'll still benefit from using a booster seat. 

 

BUSH TUCKER AND TASTING WORKSHOP:   

On Thursday 24th April at the FDC Office, Dale Chapman an 

indigenous woman born in Dirranbaandi in South West Queensland from 

the Kooma tribal lands, tempted our tastebuds with a variety of bush 

tucker food.   We tasted a variety of richly flavoured blends of native 

ingredients which were used for dips, flavouring figs and kangaroo meat. 

The Dukkah ( a mix of nuts, seeds and bush spices) is traditionally eaten 

by dipping damper in oil and balsamic vinegar, and then into the seed 

and nut mix.   

Dale has been in the food industry for 

nearly 30 years and is very passionate 

about bush tucker.  She has expanded her 

business to a boutique and unique gourmet 

food range of bush food, called 

Coolamon Food Creations. 

 

All who attended had a great evening. 

We will certainly be welcoming Dale back 

in the latter part of the year.   

 

 

 

 
 

There is not enough darkness 

in the world to extinguish the light 

of one small candle. 
 

Spanish Proverb 

FDC Gympie Region Team 
Ph:  5482 6099  

Email:  admin@fdcgympie.org.au 
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Certified Supervisors Kay Braddock 

 Sue Williams 

Administration Trish Pountney 

 Joanne Lewis 

 Susan Duncan 

 Jill Kewin 

Resource Coordinator Merril Patrick 
 

Office Hours 

Mon, Tue, Thurs:  8.30a to 4.30p 

Friday:  8.30a to 4.00p - Office closed on Wed  
 

Approved Provider  
The Uniting Church in Australia Property Trust (Q) 
 

Management Committee 

Uniting Church Child Care Association 

(Gympie Congregation) 
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GYMPIE SHOW VISITS:  Free entry is available to Educators and 

children on Thursday May 15th between 10.00am and 2.00pm. 

Please contact the office with numbers of children and names of 

any adult helpers by Friday May 9th.  The Show society will 

have the list of names at the gate. Educators must wear a name 

tag or badge with FDC logo, which are available from the 

office. 
 

GYMPIE SHOW DISPLAY:  We  will be having a display of 

children’s artwork at the show this year.  As the entry date 

coincides with the National  Family Day Care Week we have 

decided to use their theme of stars. There are stars available at the 

office for children  to decorate for the display. Please have the 

child’s name visible to make it easy for families to see when 

visiting the show.  Completed stars need to be at the office by 

Monday May 5th.        Merril 

EDUCATOR TRAINING AND WORKSHOPS:  Please 

check the FDC Gympie Region website 

on a regular basis to keep up to date with 

training and workshop opportunities. 

 

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES FOR EDUCATORS:    

'Family Day Care Accountants and 

Tax Agents' is an organisation that 

provides accounting services to 

Educators.  They are currently running 

a special promotion for new clients that include 

free book keeping services.  If you are interested or 

would like some more information, contact 

Cassidy Nkonde (Practice Manager) on 3310 4734 

or go to www.cassidyedwards.com.au 

 

PREGNANCY, BABIES AND CHILDRENS EXPO:  

Family Day Care Australia is again 

partnering with Family Day Care 

Association of Qld to promote Family 

Day Care at the Pregnancy, Babies and 

Children's Expo in Brisbane.  The Expo 

is on from Friday 20th June until Sunday 22nd 

June and will be held at the Brisbane Convention 

and Exhibition Centre at South Bank.  The prime 

objective of attending the expo is to showcase 

Family Day Care as the option of choice in early 

childhood education as well as promoting family 

day care as a career path.  
 
 

 

Jeremy was a child born with a rare disease, 

leaving him substantially impaired both 

mentally and physically, but there was little 

wrong with his mind.  He was alert – just 

couldn’t express himself in a very cohesive way.  

When he was twelve he, along with other students in 

his class was asked to put inside a plastic egg 

something that reminded them of Easter.  The teacher 

went through each one opening the egg to reveal the 

special ‘something’ each had brought.  Jeremy’s was 

the last one.  Inside there was nothing.  The teacher 

was embarrassed for him and chose to put it to one 

side without any comment about his inability to do as 

he has asked.  Then in a rather twisted, scratchy, 

difficult to understand, voice Jeremy cries out, “what 

about mine Miss?  The teacher became more 

embarrassed.  What would she say?  "Well, there’s 

nothing to say", she replies, "its empty".  "Yes", says 

Jeremy, "just like the tomb.  It was empty too!" 

Jeremy died a few weeks later and at his funeral 

service, his whole class adorned his coffin with 

empty eggs with the notation, “thanks Jeremy for 

teaching us the value of the empty tomb!  Out of 

‘nothing’ came new life experiences for some 20 

young people.  What was Easter for you?  It’s not 

often that we celebrate Easter and ANZAC Day 

within 3 or 4 days of each other.  And for me, while 

there are strong similarities, in that both talk of the 

ultimate sacrifice, both talk of mate-ship and what 

that means, both reflect life giving opportunities 

arising from death, both reveal mixed emotions, both 

focus on relationships, it is 

Easter and the value of the 

empty tomb that gives me 

a reason to be!   

 

 
 

 

DOCUMENTATION TIPS:   

Check out the Early Childhood Australia Web page: 

www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au  

Click on  National Quality Standard Professional  

                                  Learning Program.   

Watch the latest video on Children's Play  

What's New?  Quality Area 1:  Educational 

Programming and Practice has great tips on how to 

document children's learning and development, and 

how to incorporate this into your daily routine. 

 

Narelle 
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