
FDC Gympie Region Team 
Phone: 5482 6099 

Email: admin@fdcgympie.org.au 
www.fdcgympie.com.au 

 
    

 

 

 

Office Hours:  Mon-Fri: 8.30am—4.00pm 
Approved Provider:  The Uniting Church in Australia Property Trust (Q) 
Management Committee:  Uniting Church Child Care Association (Gympie Congregation) 

 
 
 

Have you liked our facebook 

page yet?   

https://www.facebook.com/

fdcgympie 

 

Please like and share our posts! 

   

Service Manager/Nominated Supervisor:  Sue Williams 

Educational Leader/Certified Supervisor:  Kay Braddock 

Certified Supervisor:  Merril Patrick 

Certified Supervisor:  Lauren Miller 

Administration Officer:  Susan Duncan 

Registrar:  Nicky Giesen 

 

Whats On: 

 

School Holidays: 

10 December 2016—22 January 

2017 
 

Public Holidays: 

25 December—Christmas Day 

26 December—Christmas Day public 

holiday/Boxing Day 

27 December—Boxing Day public 

holiday 

 

Children’s Christmas Par�es: 

Tin Can Bay—30th November 

Gympie—7th December 

 

Christmas Closure: 

Our office will close at 

12 noon on Thursday 

22nd December and 

reopen on Tuesday 3rd 

January 2017. 

We can be contacted on the service 

mobile for emergencies over this 

period—0417 768 864. 

WELCOME:  We would like to welcome all our new families that have joined 

our Service.  We hope you find our bi-monthly newsle�er informa�ve. 

 

COMPULSORY PREP YEAR FROM 2017:  From next year, it is compulsory for 

all Queensland children to undertake a full-�me Prep year, prior to 

commencing Year 1. 

 

The Queensland Parliament recently made the legisla�ve changes to reinforce 

the importance of Prep as the first year of schooling. 

 

Prep provides children with important founda�onal knowledge and skills that 

support their future learning success. 

 

While most parents enrol their child in Prep at the Prep-eligible age (in the 

year they turn five by 30th June), parents retain the flexibility to enrol their 

child in Prep in the year they turn six by 30th June, if they feel that their child 

is not ready to start school. 

 

To minimise disrup�on to schools and families, the new requirement will not 

apply to children already enrolled in Year 1 for 2017. 

 

VACANCIES:  We currently have vacancies in Gympie, Southside, Tamaree, Tin 

Can Bay, Cooloola Cove, Jones Hill and Belli Park.  Spread the word to anyone 

you know that is looking for quality child care.  We would love to hear from 

you. 

 

 

 

WE ARE RECRUITING! 
Do you know someone that would make a great Family Day Care 
Educator? 

We are currently looking for new Educators in Gympie, Mary Valley, 
Rainbow Beach and surrounding areas. 

No previous experience is necessary. We provide comprehensive training 
prior to start up and support and guide you through the ongoing 
development of your business. 

Contact us today for further information, we would love to hear from you. 



 

REV’S RAMBLINGS—Between now and the last newsletter, I 

had the rare opportunity to spend a few days (5 to be 

precise) away. You see some months back we bought a 

caravan and despite the best wishes of my wife, have not 

had a chance to get away and just check it out. So we did. 

We went up to Bargara and spent 5 days chilling out – 

reminisced a bit (I spent 2 years growing up just north of 

there) – swam a bit, checked out some of the shopping 

precincts and did a bit of sightseeing. It was while at 

Elliott Heads having a coffee on the foreshore – 

mesmerized by the views across the water, captivated by 

the created landscape as land met water and enjoying the 

moment when I was interrupted. A tap on the shoulder and 

a turn of the head revealed this older woman looking at me 

asking, “Can you help me?”  “What’s wrong,” I said, a 

little awkwardly as I didn’t like being dragged away from 

my moment. “You don’t have a sore back do you?” “No”, 

I replied. “What’s Up?”. “Can you help me – my friend 

has fallen over and I can’t pick him up. He is aged, has 

dementia, and can’t balance himself, he has no strength in 

his legs.” So I went over and was able to lift him up to the 

seat he fell from initially, then subsequently to his feet, 

stabilized him with his walker, smiled and watched as the 

two of them shuffled away. What I remember most of that 

ordeal is the smile of that old man as Sandy was holding 

his hand reassuring him as I lifted. It was like he did not to 

let go for a few seconds. When he knew he was safe again, 

he let go of her hand, and smiled and simply said thank 

you. A bit emotional perhaps – but I learnt a valuable 

lesson that moment. The best moments of our life often 

come from being interrupted. Perhaps we should be 

become less frustrated with the interruption and more 

focused on the need that is calling for our attention. Of 

course I could have refused to help that old man and lady. 

I could have made some excuse and forfeited the 

opportunity of seeing that smile. Jesus comes into our 

lives and often interrupts our plans, our ways. And we 

have the choice to ignore Him or to go with Him. The 

truth is that we either follow Him and enjoy life or forfeit 

Him and have to endure life. I know my preference. 

What’s yours?     

 
Reverend Dave Thomas is the Chairman 

of the Uniting Church Child Care 

Association Management Board 

EDUCATIONAL LEADER  

Setting the foundation for lifelong 

learning 

The end of the year is fast approaching 

and many of you will have children that 

are taking the next big step and entering the school system 

as a Prep child. For some it can be a challenge moving 

from a play based learning environment to a more 

formalised learning environment. While our Educators do 

a great job in planning and supporting children in this 

transition, the learning and teaching of these important 

skills and attributes start way before they are ready to 

make this move. 

FDC settings are ideal environments for children to 

develop the qualities needed to succeed in all areas of life, 

including school. We do not need to turn into ‘school 

environments’ to prepare children for school. Supporting 

children’s school readiness is about assisting them to 

develop their skills in areas such as literacy, numeracy 

and self-care when they are ready for this, and at their 

own pace.  

 

Children’s social competence is at the core of their 

readiness for school and effective school transitions. 

Social skills such as sharing, turn taking and playing well 

with other children are essential in assisting children’s 

short and long term success at school. Responsive, 

positive relationships between children and their 

Educators are also crucial in building children’s self-

esteem and resilience which further assist them to make 

effective transitions from early childhood settings to 

school environments. 

Families may believe that children require some reading 

and writing skills to be ready for school. Many studies 

have proved these are not essential for 

school readiness and this is confirmed in 

what we are hearing in our networking 

with Prep teachers and schools.  It is more 

important for children to have good social 

skills and to be a confident learner to set 

the foundations for a lifetime of learning. 

 

 

 

Donate a book and help brighten a local child’s Christmas 
This year we are participating in the Salvation Army’s Christmas Cheer Appeal. 

Your donation of a new book can be left at our office in Red Hill Road to help 

support this worthy cause.  

Books can be left at our office anytime before 1st December 2016. 
 


