
FDC Gympie Region Team 
Phone: 5482 6099 
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www.fdcgympie.com.au 

 
    

 

 

 

Office Hours:  Mon-Fri: 8.30am—4.00pm 
Approved Provider:  The Uniting Church in Australia Property Trust (Q) 
Management Committee:  Uniting Church Child Care Association (Gympie Congregation) 

 
 
 

Have you liked our facebook 

page yet?   

https://www.facebook.com/

fdcgympie 

 

Please like and share our posts! 

   

Service Manager/Nominated Supervisor:  Sue Williams 

Educational Leader/Certified Supervisor:  Kay Braddock 

Certified Supervisor:  Merril Patrick 

Administration Officer:  Susan Duncan 

Registrar:  Nicky Giesen 

 

Whats On: 

 
Circle of Security 

Workshops: 
Early Years Hub 
3rd,10th,17th & 24th May 

Understanding children’s 
behaviours through attachment 

Ph 54829012     0437519973 

GYMPIE ART GALLERY 

Tiny Tots Art Play 

29th April / 27th May 

10-11am 
Art Activities for 18mth-3 years $4 
Bookings essential Ph 5481 2733 
Art Stars 

First Sat every month 
10-12am—5-9 years 
1pm-3pm ages 10 & over 

Cost $2.00 

Ph 54812733 

Gympie Garden Expo 

Sat 30th April—Gympie 
Showgrounds 
 
Gympie Show 

12-14 May 

WELCOME:  We would like to welcome all our new families 

that have joined our Service. We hope you find our 

bi-monthly newsletter informative. 
 

WINTER WELLNESS:  The cooler months of the year are 

arriving and along with it comes the inevitable coughs and 

colds.  Many children with a mild illness, such as a cold, 

can attend child care without causing harm to themselves 

or the other children.  Whilst it is sometimes okay to send 

your child off to care with a cold, when making your 

decision at the beginning of the day, ask yourself these 

questions: 

� Will my child be well enough to comfortably and 

happily participate in the activities of the day? 

� Will my child’s Educator be able to care for my child 

without it affecting their ability to look after the other 

children? 

� Will my child pass the illness on to their Educator and/

or their playmates if I send them today? 

 

Another good habit to get into is to notify your child’s 

Educator about any illness that occurred the night before 

and also if any medication, such as paracetamol, has 

been administered prior to delivering your child to care.  

This may make Educators more alert to any additional signs 

of sickness your child may display during the day. 
 

VACANCIES:  We currently have vacancies at Cooloola 

Cove, Tin Can Bay, Belli Park, Jones Hill, The Palms, The 

Dawn and Gympie. Spread the word to anyone you know 

that is looking for quality child care. We would love to hear 

from them. 

 

RECRUITMENT:  We are currently expanding and looking for 

a casual/relief coordinator. For further details see our 

Facebook page. 

 

 

 



 

REV’S RAMBLINGS—I was asked by a Gympie 

Times reporter what I thought about ANZAC 

Day. So I started to tell him that I thought it 

was one of the most significant community 

days in the calendar for young and old alike. 

And believe it or not that is exactly what was reported in 

Tuesday’s edition (the day after ANZAC Day).  And I do 

believe it. For me that day each year is very special. While 

I personally have never served in the Armed Forces, quite 

a number of my family have and indeed my Nephew is 

still serving having just come back from active duty in 

Iraq. I guess when you know someone close that is 

impacted by war and the tyranny of it – it brings it all 

home that much closer. So it was a privilege to be asked 

by the RSL to offer a prayer at their special ‘meeting’ at 

11am last Monday and then to accompany about 120 

people to lunch. It was at the lunch that I discovered what 

the group Legacy is all about. This group exists to assist 

those who, as a result of war, struggle to cope with the 

pressures of modern day society. Be they women who had 

or have lost loved ones, or men who have returned 

physically but emotionally and spiritually they find it hard 

to leave the memories, or children who have been left 

struggling to survive because their parents have been 

killed or injured beyond their capacity to cope. According 

to their website, Legacy currently care for around 80,000 

widows and 1,800 children and disabled dependents 

throughout Australia. It’s a special group of hard working, 

dedicated volunteers mostly who are committed to making 

a difference where they can. I pondered this for some 

time. You know whether we are grandparents, parents, 

Educators, Co-ordinators, or any combination of these, 

we are in our own way workers of legacy. No, not the war 

torn Legacy, but the legacy we want to leave for our kids 

and grandkids. In the church I often say to the older 

members of the congregation, “we are here not only for 

ourselves, we are here to ensure that the next generation 

have the appropriate resources to enable them to be and 

do the best they can be and do. In many ways what they 

become depends on the legacy we leave for them. Jesus 

left us all a legacy – not just in information – but also in 

the person of His Spirit to empower and equip us to in 

turn leave a worthy legacy for our community. What’s 

your legacy?  

Reverend Dave Thomas is the Chairman of the Uniting 

Church Child Care Association Management Committee 

EDUCATIONAL LEADER  

PLAY                                                         

Gympie's recently held Little Kids Day Out at the Civic 

Centre was a huge success and it was great to see so many 

parents and children taking this opportunity to  some fun time 

together and support this wonderful community event.  

One of the aims of the event was to highlight how vital quality 

relationships and play are in the lives of our children and how 

collaborative partnerships and connection between family and 

community have a positive effect on the wellbeing of children.  

Playing is one of the most important things you can do with 

your child. We now have evidence that secure attachments 

and stimulation are significant in brain development.  Play 

creates a brain that has “increased flexibility and improved 

potential for learning later in life” (Lester & Russell 2008). 

 

 

Play also helps your child: 

• build confidence 

• feel loved, happy and safe 

• develop social skills, language and 

communication 

• learn about caring for others and the 

environment 

• develop physical skills  

• be creative 

• pose problems and explore solutions 

The Early Years Framework guides our  Educators in their 

practice and implementation of play experiences to facilitate  

learning. Educators plan environments, provide resources  and 

use intentional teaching strategies to enhance children’s play. 

To view the Framework visit our website and click on the EYLF 

link http://www.fdcgympie.com.au/national-quality-framework/ 

 

 

Hidden Vege Lunch box idea...make it with the 

children!! 

Savoury Muffins 

Ingredients: 

2 cups (300g) self-raising flour 

3/4 cup (55g) grated tasty cheese 

1/2 cup finely diced ham 

1 capsicum, de-ribbed and diced 

1/2 cup grated carrot and zucchini 

150g butter, melted 

1 cup (250ml) milk 

1 egg, lightly beaten 

1 tbsp parsley, chopped 

Method: 

1. Preheat the oven to 180°C (160°C 

fan-forced). Line a 12 cup muffin tray 

with muffin sized patty pans. 

2. In a bowl, place the flour, cheese, capsicum, zucchini, 

carrot, ham and parsley. 

3. In a jug, combine the egg, milk and butter. 

4. Pour the wet ingredients into the dry ingredients and 

mix until just combined. 

5. Pour into patty pans and bake for 15-20 minutes. 

 

Get creative...why not try  substituting with 

Pumpkin cubes, Pesto, Sundried tomato, Olive & feta 


