
FDC Gympie Region Team 
Phone: 5482 6099 

Email: admin@fdcgympie.org.au 
www.fdcgympie.com.au 

 
    

 

 

 

Office Hours:  Mon-Fri: 8.30am—4.00pm 
Approved Provider:  The Uniting Church in Australia Property Trust (Q) 
Management Committee:  Uniting Church Child Care Association (Gympie Congregation) 

 
 
 
Have you liked our facebook 

page yet?   

https://www.facebook.com/

fdcgympie 

 

Please like and share our posts! 

   

Service Manager/Nominated Supervisor:  Sue Williams 

Educational Leader/Certified Supervisor:  Kay Braddock 

Certified Supervisor:  Merril Patrick 

Administration Officer:  Susan Duncan 

Registrar:  Nicky Giesen 

 

Whats On: 

 

Easter in the Park: 

23rd March 

Little Kids Day Out: 

Saturday 16th April 2016 at the 

Gympie Civic Centre, Senior 

Citizens and grounds.  

Free experiences and activities 

for children. Local services will 

have information booths set up 

to showcase what they offer to 

support families in our area. 

http://www.ecta.org.au/01_cms/

details.asp?ID=733 

Circle of Security Workshops: 
Early Years Hub 

3rd,10th,17th & 24th May 

Understanding children’s 

behaviours through attachment 

Ph 54829012     0437519973 

Movies in the Park: 

Gympie: The Penguins (G) 

Friday 11th March 6-30-8.30pm 

Bring along a blanket, chair, 

beanbag or pillow and relax 

under the stars in front of a giant 

screen and awesome sound, with 

your mates and family. 

Ph. 1300307800 

 
 

WELCOME:  We would like to welcome all our families to our 

very first “Family Focus” newsletter.  

 

Our Educators are currently undergoing their annual safety 

checks and re-assessment.  Part of this process means that 

all Risk Minimisation Plans and other forms 

are reviewed and amended, if required.  This 

procedure happens every year and your 

Educator will  ask you to read and sign these 

forms even if you have signed them 

previously. 

 

We would love suggestions and feedback. Drop us a line 

(Ph: 5482 6099) or email us at admin@fdcgympie.org.au 

 
VACANCIES:  We currently have vacancies in Cooloola 

Cove, Tin Can Bay, Kin Kin, Belli Park, The Palms and 

Gympie. Spread the word to anyone you know that is 

looking for quality child care. We would love to hear from 

them. 

 

 

With Easter fast approaching here is a fun craft activity to do 

with the kids - make a Wooden Spoon Chick Puppet! 
You will need: 

Wooden spoon  Yellow paint 

Orange craft foam Yellow feathers 

Wiggly eyes  Glue 

Instructions: 

Paint the spoon yellow and leave to dry. 

Cut a beak from orange foam and glue to 

the back of the spoon. Stick on the two 

wiggly eyes. 

Glue the feathers along the handle. 

Credit to Activity Village. 



 

REV’S RAMBLINGS—I suspect many of you 

have answered if not in writing or type, in 

your mind, some of those crazy questions 

like: What’s your favourite colour? Favourite 

food? Favourite movie? And they keep going 

don’t they? I saw a game (if that’s what it really is) 

similar on facebook the other day. I was being asked to 

tell the world effectively all about me. Well I declined 

that offer as I figure that if I want to tell people about 

me, I will, but at my choosing. So here you go, I’ll let 

you into a little secret about me. My favourite cold drink 

is – wait for it – drum roll please – ginger beer! Sorry to 

disappoint all you coke drinkers, water drinkers, or 

even the more intoxicating varieties. Pretty boring I 

suppose but hey – it’s me. And if you must know, cos I 

hear you pondering – what brand – well Bundy ginger 

beer really has no substitute but if the need arises or 

I’m looking for a slight change I’ll go for Kirks Olde 

Stoney! Believe it or not I have a can beside me half full 

as I type this. And it intrigues me and challenges me! 

No, not because of the taste or the can per se, but the 

wording on the can. It says, “This ain’t just any Ginger 

Beer, this is Kirks ‘Olde Stoney’. Just so you know, this 

one’s uniquely marked with Old Stoney’s upside down 

face on the label. Only then will you know ya have the 

right one.” Identification is a big thing isn’t it? We all 

like to know exactly what we are getting when we buy 

something and the bigger that something, the more 

expensive it is, the more we go looking to make sure 

that what we asked for is in fact what we got. So this 

drink is known by an upside down face. And sure 

enough it is there so I have got what it says. I can have 

confidence that what’s inside – that which I consume – 

is valid. It’s been identified, if you like, authenticated.  

Jesus comes to you and I and offers His identification, 

His trademark, His authentication and we call it the 

cross. The cross turns our logic and our ways on its 

head. But if you know the Cross and are identified by it, 

you know that what you consume is the real deal. We 

celebrate Easter this month. What a great time to get 

authenticated and start living the Easter story of hope 

and resurrection.  

Reverend Dave Thomas is the Chairman of the Uniting 

Church Child Care Association Management Committee 

EDUCATIONAL LEADER—In my role as the Educational 

Leader I am required to consider and implement  

strategies that are needed to support and improve the 

educational program of our service.  Some of the 

strategies we have implemented at a service level 

include training opportunities around programming and 

planning, mentoring and supporting Educators with 

programming and documentation on visits and at 

facilitated play sessions, reflective discussions and 

conversations about practice, developing templates 

and resources, etc … just to name a few. 

All educators are required by legislation to plan for and 

document children’s learning and parents need to 

know that they have an important part to play in this 

process. Parents are seen as a valuable resource and 

know their child better than anyone else. Educators look 

at children’s strengths, interests, needs and culture and 

any information you can share about your child can 

support them in their role of planning a high quality 

educational program, where your child can thrive. This 

collaborative approach also values parent input when 

establishing goals for learning for each child. 

I encourage you to discuss the Educational program 

with your Educator, especially in relation to your child 

and look at plans and documentation that show your 

child participating and involved in the daily program. 

Many Educators put a lot of time and effort into their 

documentation and by viewing this it is a great way to 

see evidence of their high quality Educational program. 

If any parent has any questions or queries in regard to 

Educational program and practice in our service please 

don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Kay 

 

Proof of benefits of reading to young children  
The frequency of reading to children at a young age has a direct causal 
effect on their schooling outcomes regardless of their family background 
and home environment.   
� Reading to children at age 4-5 every day has a significant positive 

effect on their reading skills and cognitive skills (i.e. language and 
literacy, numeracy and cognition) later in life.   
Reading to children 3-5 days per week (compared to 2 or less) has the same effect on the 
child’s reading skills at age 4-5 as being six months older.  
Reading to them 6-7 days per week has the same effect as being almost 12 months older.  

� Children read to more frequently at age 4-5 achieve higher scores on the National 
Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests for both Reading and 
Numeracy in Year 3 (age 8 to 9).  

� These differences in reading and cognitive skills are not related to the child’s family 
background or home environment but are the direct result of how frequently they have 
been read to prior to starting school.  

This research is a result of a partnership arrangement between the Department of Education 
and Early Childhood Development and the Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic and Social 
Research.  For more information  or to read the full article go to http://
www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/research/readtoyoungchild.pdf 

 

Links to local services: 

 

Looking for something in 

our region to see, join, or 

participate in. 

Whats on in Gympie 

http://whatsoningympie.com.au/ 

 

A handy directory of services and 

places of interest for families with 

young children in Gympie region. 

All aboard Gympie Region On-Line 

Directory 

http://www.ecta.org.au/_dbase_upl/

All-Aboard-Gympie-Region-Online-

Family-Directory.pdf 

 


