
FDC Gympie Region Team 
Phone: 5482 6099 

Email: admin@fdcgympie.org.au 
www.fdcgympie.com.au 

 
    

 

 

 

Office Hours:  Mon-Fri: 8.30am—4.00pm 
Approved Provider:  The Uniting Church in Australia Property Trust (Q) 
Management Committee:  Uniting Church Child Care Association (Gympie Congregation) 

 
 
 

Have you liked our facebook 

page yet?   

https://www.facebook.com/

fdcgympie 

 

Please like and share our posts! 

   

Service Manager/Nominated Supervisor:  Sue Williams 

Educational Leader/Certified Supervisor:  Kay Braddock 

Certified Supervisor:  Merril Patrick 

Casual Certified Supervisor:  Teshian Smith 

Administration Officer:  Susan Duncan 

Registrar:  Nicky Giesen 

 

Whats On: 

 

14 February—Valen�nes Day 

 

25 February—Connec�ng the 

Community—showcasing groups and 

businesses in our community 

Where: The Pavilion Building, 

Gympie Showgrounds 

When: 9.00am-4.00pm 

 

Gympie Regional Libraries: 

Visit their website for story�me 

dates and other childrens ac�vi�es—

h�ps://www.gympie.qld.gov.au/

web/library/home 

WELCOME:  We would like to welcome all our families back this year and also 

a big welcome to our new families.  We hope you all enjoyed the fes�ve 

season and managed some R & R over this period.  The new school year has 

commenced and everybody is se�ling back into rou�nes.  We are looking 

forward to a great year. 

 

ANNUAL SAFETY CHECKS:  We have begun our Annual Safety Checks and Re-

Assessments with our Educators.  Part of this process means that all Risk 

Minimisa�on Plans and other forms are reviewed and amended, if required.  

This procedure happens every year and your Educator will ask you to read 

and sign these forms, even if you have signed them previously.  Please take 

the �me to complete these forms and if you have any queries, please don’t 

hesitate to speak with your Educator, or alterna�vely, contact this office.          

Thank you. 

 

OUR NEW STAFF MEMBER:  We are very pleased to 

announce that Teshian Smith has joined our team as a 

Casual Relief Co-ordinator.  Teshian has already been out 

and about mee�ng our Educators and the children as well as 

assis�ng with our Australia Day Celebra�ons in the Park.  

Welcome aboard Teshian!!! 

 

VACANCIES:  We currently have vacancies in Gympie, Southside, Tamaree, Tin 

Can Bay, Cooloola Cove, Jones Hill and Belli Park.  Spread the word to anyone 

you know that is looking for quality child care.  We would love to hear from 

you. 

 

 

WE ARE RECRUITING! 
Do you know someone that would make a great Family Day Care 
Educator? 

We are currently looking for new Educators in Gympie, Mary Valley, 
Rainbow Beach and surrounding areas. 

No previous experience is necessary. We provide comprehensive training 
prior to start up and support and guide you through the ongoing 
development of your business. 

Contact us today for further information, we would love to hear from you. 



 

REV’S RAMBLINGS—WOW! I, like many others watched 

the tennis genius of Roger Federer, Raphael Nadal, 

Serena and Venus Williams as they all showed off 

their prowess and athleticism as they battled their 

respective finals last weekend. Of course the men’s 

game at SLAM level is the best of five sets and several 

matches went the distance over this year’s Australian 

Open, including the final. I don’t recall how long it 

was but it was more than 4 hours. I loved the battle – 

the mental games each played and the strength, 

resilience and composure of each. Having played 

tennis at competitive levels as a youngster, I can 

easily become enthralled at a match like many that 

were on our screens over recent weeks. So I was 

surprised the other day to hear that the Australian 

and World Tennis organisations are currently 

reflecting on how to change the game to ‘give the 

public a more thrilling and timely exhibition’.   Of 

course we know that Cricket has already gone that 

way with the Big Bash competition where you can 

watch a whole match with some pretty amazing 

slogs of a cricket ball in just 3 hours. It is pure 

entertainment as one said the other day, but is it 

really cricket? For the traditionalists and the ‘real’ 

cricket lovers, Big Bash is not cricket and should not 

even be associated with the game. However, the 

reality is that it is a form of cricket and it gets us in 

because its quick, lively, and hugely entertaining. I 

was told that Channel 10’s Big Bash coverage got so 

many more ratings than Channel 7’s tennis 

coverage?  

Interesting isn’t it? Our culture is one immersed in 

entertainment and sensationalism. Long held values 

and customs are often being overlooked and/or 

modified to yield fast moving action and mostly it is 

aimed at catching the dollar. Sadly I think this creeps 

into our lives in other spheres as well. Technology and 

advertising capitalises on the same phenomenon. 

What about you and us? What is most important for 

you? Life is meant to be enjoyed not endured – true – 

but maybe we need to relearn the art of 

perseverance – of being involved over the long haul – 

of valuing ourselves and each other - even it means 

spending a bit more time. As we launch fully into 

another year, ask yourself these two questions: Who 

am I? Whose am I?     

Reverend Dave Thomas is the Chairman 

of the Uniting Church Child Care 

Association Management Board 

EDUCATIONAL LEADER  

The start of the year can often be a challenging 

time for parents and children as they come to 

terms with the many changes the new year 

brings. It might be children adjusting to starting 

school, even just changing classroom and 

teachers or starting Family Day Care for the first 

time and getting used to a new environment and 

care giver. 

For some children its ‘like water off a ducks back’ 

and they adapt very easily ) for others it can be 

unsettling, even traumatic, and  may take some 

time and a high degree of patience. 

Separation anxiety is the common and normal fear 

that children have of being away from their parents or 

carers.  Our Educators have the knowledge and skills 

to support children in the early days to form an 

attachment and bond.  

 

 

 

 

 

Some helpful strategies might include: 

Telling your child when you’re leaving and when 
you’ll be back. This is helpful even with babies. 
Sneaking out without saying goodbye can make 
things worse. Your child might feel confused or 
upset when he/she realises you’re not around and 
might be harder to settle the next time you leave 
him. 

Settle your child in an enjoyable activity before you 
leave. 

Say goodbye to your child briefly – don’t drag it out. 

Keep a relaxed and happy look on your face when 
you’re leaving. If you seem worried or sad, your 
child might think the place isn’t safe and can get 
upset too. 

For your own peace of mind touch base with the 
Educator through the day for an update on how 
your child is settling. 

Kay 

 

 


