
FDC Gympie Region Team 
Phone: 5482 6099 

Email: admin@fdcgympie.org.au 
www.fdcgympie.com.au 

 
    

 

 

 

Office Hours:  Mon-Fri: 8.30am—4.00pm 
Approved Provider:  The Uniting Church in Australia Property Trust (Q) 
Management Committee:  Uniting Church Child Care Association (Gympie Congregation) 

 
 
 

Have you liked our facebook 

page yet?   

https://www.facebook.com/

fdcgympie 

 

Please like and share our posts! 

   

Service Manager/Nominated Supervisor:  Sue Williams 

Educational Leader/Certified Supervisor:  Kay Braddock 

Certified Supervisor:  Merril Patrick 

Administration Officer:  Susan Duncan 

Registrar:  Nicky Giesen 

 

Date Claimers: 

Fortnight Ending: 

1, 15, 29 May 

Gympie Show: 

12—14 May 

Show Holiday: 

13 May 

Educator Training Day: 

6 August 

Large Equipment: 

17 May 

 
Birthdays—May 

14th    Kay 
19th Leah 

19th Maria 

20th Lisa 

25th Kim  

 

APPLICATION FOR COMMUNITY SUPPORT FUNDING:  Last year saw 
changes to our Community Support Program (CSP) Funding which is our 
operational funding. This funding is:- 
 
� To support our Service in meeting legislative requirements 
� To assist with administration processes 
� For supporting Educators, and 
� For the day-to-day operational requirements for Co-ordination Units.   
 
The FDC Services that were eligible for operational support in 2015 were 
approved for a period of twelve months only.  We now need to meet the 
criteria for the 2016/2017 financial year. This means we now need to 
demonstrate to the Department of Education and Training’s satisfaction, that 
there is an unmet childcare demand in our area. 
 
Do you provide overnight and/or weekend care to support families work 
rosters? Do you provide flexibility of hours outside the hours of child care 
centres? Are you in an area with limited or minimal child care options?  We 
are asking for your help in providing letters of support.  It would be appreciated 
if these could be submitted to our office by 17th May, 2016. 
 
We have also emailed a form out to you asking for our families to show their 
support by saying what is important to them about our Service.  This 
information will form part of our funding application.  It would be appreciated if 
these forms could also be submitted to our office by 17th May, 2016. 
 
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS:  With more Public Holidays fast approaching, this is a 
reminder that child care fees apply when a child is away for any of the 
following reasons: 
 
� Public Holidays 
� Pupil Free Days 
� Parent’s Annual Leave 
� Any absence from care including illness 
� Periods of local emergency 
 
The fees are charged to reserve a child’s place within your Education and 
Care Service.  Child Care Benefits (CCB) is available for these absences for 
up to 42 absences for each child, each financial year.  CCB may be paid on 
additional absences for special circumstances. Remember, parents are 
advised when they enrol, that they are expected to pay for Public Holidays. 
Don’t forget, parents are required to initial all absences. 
 
Our CSP funding is based on child care hours and Educators not submitting 
attendance records inclusive of the Public Holiday, are significantly impacting 
on the amount of funding our Service receives from the Department of 
Education and Training. 

 

 



 

REV’S RAMBLINGS—I was asked by a Gympie 

Times reporter what I thought about ANZAC 
Day. So I started to tell him that I thought it 
was one of the most significant community 
days in the calendar for young and old alike. 
And believe it or not that is exactly what was reported in 
Tuesday’s edition (the day after ANZAC Day).  And I do 
believe it. For me that day each year is very special. While 
I personally have never served in the Armed Forces, quite 
a number of my family have and indeed my nephew is still 
serving having just come back from active duty in Iraq. I 
guess when you know someone close that is impacted by 
war and the tyranny of it – it brings it all home that much 
closer. So it was a privilege to be asked by the RSL to 
offer a prayer at their special ‘meeting’ at 11am last 
Monday and then to accompany about 120 people to 
lunch. It was at the lunch that I discovered what the group 
Legacy is all about. This group exists to assist those who, 
as a result of war, struggle to cope with the pressures of 
modern day society. Be they women who had or have lost 
loved ones, or men who have returned physically but 
emotionally and spiritually they find it hard to leave the 
memories, or children who have been left struggling to 

survive because their parents have been killed or injured 
beyond their capacity to cope. According to their website, 
Legacy currently care for around 80,000 widows and 
1,800 children and disabled dependents throughout 
Australia. It’s a special group of hard working, dedicated 
volunteers mostly who are committed to making a 
difference where they can. I pondered this for some time. 
You know whether we are grandparents, parents, 
Educators, Co-ordinators, or any combination of these, we 
are in our own way workers of legacy. No, not the war torn 
Legacy, but the legacy we want to leave for our kids and 
grandkids. In the church I often say to the older members 
of the congregation, “we are here not only for ourselves, 
we are here to ensure that the next generation have the 
appropriate resources to enable them to be and do the 
best they can be and do”. In many ways what they 
become depends on the legacy we leave for them. Jesus 
left us all a legacy – not just in information – but also in 
the person of His Spirit to empower and equip us to in turn 
leave a worthy legacy for our community. What’s your 
legacy?  
Reverend Dave Thomas is the Chairman of the Uni�ng Church 

Child Care Associa�on Management Commi�ee 

Educational Leader—Have any Educators had a 

chance to visit the AEDC (Australian Early Development 

Census) data?  

I encourage you to do so as it makes interesting 

reading about the development of children in our 

region. The information collected in their first year of 

school gives a “snap shot” of children’s development in 

the years leading up to full time schooling.  

This should be of particular interest to us as some of 

these children have attended care services including 

FDC and I would hopefully assume that these children 

were developmentally on track because of this 

experience. 

In our region the number of children that contributed to 

the data was 543 with 49 teachers and 33 schools 

involved. The 5 domains addressed were physical 

health & wellbeing, social competence, emotional 

maturity, language/cognitive skills  and communication 

skills/general knowledge. Children were characterised 

into being “developmentally on t rack”, 

“developmentally at risk” or “developmentally 

vulnerable”. 

I find the data is quite concerning. In our region a 

significant number of children were deemed 

“developmentally vulnerable” in several of the areas 

and there has been little to no improvement in the data 

from 2012. In fact  the area of physical health and 

wellbeing was significantly worse than previous data 

collected (2012). 

I have posted on the Educational Leaders tab the 

rating instrument (Early Development Instrument and 

response criteria) which shows you all the questions that 

were used in this assessment tool.  Please then go to the 

link on our website https://www.aedc.gov.au/data and 

look at the data that is specific to our local area.  

I am also putting on our website some resources from 

the data to support you in your practice (Guides to the 

5 domains) that have some examples to implement in 

practice and some questions for reflection.  

Look forward to hearing your thoughts on visits.      Kay 

Professional Development—Unfortunately PSC funding will 

cease on June 30 this year. These sessions have sometimes 

been free or at a heavily subsidised rate.  

Make the most of time left to access support through this 

agency at the subsidised rates.  By visiting http://

www.workforce.org.au/events-workshops/ you can search 

for remaining subsidised opportunities in our region. 

Remember our service now offers accredited Food 

Handling, Child Protection and Behaviour Guidance online 

at a heavily subsidised cost through our own online portal. 

(Contact Susan or download the deduction form from our 

webpage.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSukA9RBPkQ 

 

 

CHECK IT OUT!! 

FDC’s 2015 National Educator of the Year  

Dalene Eadie’s Facebook page ‘The Puzzles 

Connection’ which she 

developed to share simple & 

sustainable environments. 

https://www.facebook.com/

PuzzlesFamilyDayCare 
 

Educational Leader tab on our webpage now 

has a handy outcomes ideas/cheat sheet 

which looks at the outcomes and how they 

might be reflected in practice.  

 


