
FDC Gympie Region Team 
Phone: 5482 6099 

Email: admin@fdcgympie.org.au 
www.fdcgympie.com.au 

 
    

 

 

 

Office Hours:  Mon-Fri: 8.30am—4.00pm 
Approved Provider:  The Uniting Church in Australia Property Trust (Q) 
Management Committee:  Uniting Church Child Care Association (Gympie Congregation) 

 
 
 

Have you liked our facebook 

page yet?   

https://www.facebook.com/

fdcgympie 

 

Please like and share our posts! 

   

Service Manager/Nominated Supervisor:  Sue Williams 

Educational Leader/Certified Supervisor:  Kay Braddock 

Certified Supervisor:  Merril Patrick 

Casual Certified Supervisors:  Teshian Smith 

Administration Officer:  Susan Duncan 

Registrar:  Nicky Giesen 

 

Date Claimers: 

Fortnight Ending: 

5 & 19 February 

 

 

Educator Workshop: 

14th and 15th February 2017 

 

 

February Birthdays 

 

18th Amber Garwood 

25th Katie Scott 

 

SMOKE ALARMS:  As from 1st January, 2017:- 
� Existing smoke alarms manufactured more than 10 years ago 

must be replaced with photoelectric smoke alarms which 

comply with Australian Standards (AS) 3786-2014. (Note: the 

date should be stamped on the back) 

� Smoke alarms that do not operate when tested, must be 

replaced immediately. 

� Existing hardwired smoke alarms that need replacement, must 

be replaced with a hardwired photoelectric smoke alarm. 

 

It is recommended that:- 

� Smoke alarms be either hardwired, or 

� Powered by a non-removable 10 year battery, and 

� Ionisation smoke alarms be replaced with a photoelectric type 

as soon as possible. 

 

Please note, these new requirements will form part of your Annual 
Safety Check.  For full details on the new requirements, please visit:-  
https://www.qfes.qld.gov.au/community-safety/smokealarms/Pages/
existing-properties.aspx   
 

ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING: When a child ceases care, all 

Assessments for Learning for that child must be provided to the 

office. If you advise a Co-ordinator during a visit, there is an 

expectation that the Assessments for Learning will be available 

immediately. If a child ceases care midway through a cycle, please 

note in the evaluation area that care has ceased. You are not 

expected to complete that section. The collection of this information 

relates to Regulation 183 of the Education and Care Services 

National Regulations. 

HARMONY WEB: Our service is moving to Harmony Web from 

Wednesday 8th February 2017. At this stage there will be no change to 

how Educators submit timesheets. 

We will be moving all Educators over to using Harmony Web and 

submitting electronic timesheets at some stage in the future. If you would 

like to be in the first round to change over, please register your interest. 

Watch this space for more information! 

 



 

REV’S RAMBLINGS— WOW! I, like many others 

watched the tennis genius of Roger Federer, Raphael 

Nadal, Serena and Venus Williams as they all showed 

off their prowess and athleticism as they battled their 

respective finals last weekend. Of course the men’s 

game at SLAM level is the best of five sets and several 

matches went the distance over this year’s Australian 

Open, including the final. I don’t recall how long it was 

but it was more than 4 hours. I loved the battle – the 

mental games each played and the strength, resilience 

and composure of each. Having played tennis at 

competitive levels as a youngster, I can easily become 

enthralled at a match like many that were on our 

screens over recent weeks. So I was surprised the other 

day to hear that the Australian and World Tennis 

organisations are currently reflecting on how to change 

the game to ‘give the public a more thrilling and timely 

exhibition’.   Of course we know that Cricket has 

already gone that way with the Big Bash competition 

where you can watch a whole match with some pretty 

amazing slogs of a cricket ball in just 3 hours. It is pure 

entertainment as one said the other day, but is it really 

cricket? For the traditionalists and the ‘real’ cricket 

lovers, Big Bash is not cricket and should not even be 

associated with the game. However, the reality is that it 

is a form of cricket and it gets us in because its quick, 

lively, and hugely entertaining. I was told that Channel 

10’s Big Bash coverage got so many more ratings than 

Channel 7’s tennis coverage?  

Interesting isn’t it? Our culture is one immersed in 

entertainment and sensationalism. Long held values 

and customs are often being overlooked and/or 

modified to yield fast moving action and mostly it is 

aimed at catching the dollar. Sadly I think this creeps 

into our lives in other spheres as well. Technology and 

advertising capitalises on the same phenomenon. What 

about you and us? What is most important for you? Life 

is meant to be enjoyed not endured – true – but maybe 

we need to relearn the art of perseverance – of being 

involved over the long haul – of valuing ourselves and 

each other  - even it means spending a bit more time.  

As we launch fully into another year, ask yourself these 

two questions: Who am I? Whose am I? 

 

Reverend Dave Thomas is the Chairman of 

the Uniting Church Child Care Association 

Management Board 

Educational Leader:  

Late last year I posed the question of how the ELYF 
and MTOP documents drive your practice and 
curriculum decisions. We have observed that most 
Educators view the outcomes only when they are 
looking reflectively at children's progress. 
It is important to have some intention about where 
we are heading and how we are going to get there in 
relation to the outcomes. 
 

CONSIDER: 

Outcome 2  Children are connected with and 
contribute to their world 
- Children learn to interact in relation to others with 
care, empathy and respect. 
 
Brainstorm your practice as to what you do and say 
that encourage children to work towards success in 
this outcome.  
 
How do you foster concern and empathy towards 
others? 
 
How do you encourage children to be part of a 
group? 
 
Do you talk to children about their feelings and give 
them coping and self-regulation strategies when 
needed? 
 
Do you believe children should apologise to a hurt 
child or reflect on their actions? 

 
Do you use the actual word with children and bring 
its meaning to life? Not only respect of others but for 
oneself, their belongings, you and your environment. 
 
Use the EYLF and MTOP document to give you 
ideas and strategies of how you can promote this 
learning  and implement it into your curriculum 
planning. We are keen to hear and discuss your 
ideas and actions. 

 

 
Play Session Update  
We have secured the use of the Hub (old 
preschool building at Central School) every 
second Tuesday of the month as a place to 
hold a regular Service Play Session. This will 
be a great venue as it has a lovely outdoor 
area and an air conditioned inside area.  
These will start from April 12th at 9.30—
11.00am and will be facilitated by Merril and 
Teshian with myself in regular attendance. 
We thank Andre at the 
Hub and Anglicare for 
supporting FDC and 
allowing this to be 
possible. 

 


