
FDC Gympie Region Team 
Phone: 5482 6099 

Email: admin@fdcgympie.org.au 
www.fdcgympie.com.au 

 
    

 

 

 

Office Hours:  Mon-Fri: 8.30am—4.00pm 
Approved Provider:  The Uniting Church in Australia Property Trust (Q) 
Management Committee:  Uniting Church Child Care Association (Gympie Congregation) 

 
 
 

Have you liked our facebook 

page yet?   

https://www.facebook.com/

fdcgympie 

 

Please like and share our posts! 

   

Service Manager/Nominated Supervisor:  Sue Williams 

Educational Leader/Certified Supervisor:  Kay Braddock 

Certified Supervisor:  Merril Patrick 

Certified Supervisor:  Lauren Miller 

Administration Officer:  Susan Duncan 

Registrar:  Nicky Giesen 

 

Date Claimers: 

 
Fortnight Ending: 

7 & 21 August 

 

 

Birthdays 
 

2nd Nikki Walker 

4th Bev Ellis 

11th Margaret Rapley 

THIS IS WHERE WE LEARN. YOU CAN’T SMOKE HERE:  From 1st September, 

2016, new Queensland Tobacco Laws come into effect. These changes mean:- 

 

Smoking is also banned outdoors within 10 metres of:- 

 

� Viewing and playing areas during under-18 spor�ng events 

� Skate parks 

� Playgrounds 

� Public swimming pool complexes, and 

 

� You can’t smoke within 5 metres of early childhood educa�on and care 

facili�es. 

 

These new laws protect the health of children, parents and staff by ensuring 

that they can enter and leave facili�es without being exposed to harmful 

second-hand smoke.  On-the-spot fines apply for breaches of the tobacco 

laws. 

 

Do you, or a member of your household smoke?  If so, you will need to review 

your Risk Minimisa�on Plan and forward into the office. 

 

2016 QUEENSLAND EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION & CARE SERVICES 

CENSUS:  Yes, we have yet another mandatory census that our Service must 

par�cipate in.  This �me the census is being conducted by the Queensland 

Department of Educa�on and Training.  The full details of the census 

requirements will be released on 1st August, 2016.  Tradi�onally we are not 

privy to the ques�ons in advance.  This may mean that Susan will have very 

limited �me to obtain the required informa�on from Educators.  If this is the 

case, it would be appreciated if Educators would take the �me and respond 

to her email/s as soon as possible. Thank you. 

 

FDCGR EDUCATORS NETWORK SECRET FACEBOOK PAGE:  Our secret 

Facebook page has been set up to provide a pla1orm for Educators to be able 

to network amongst themselves.  This is a closed group that only current 

Educators with our Service are able to access.   We encourage you all to u�lise 

this page to share ideas, cra3 ac�vi�es, documenta�on methods  etc.  To 

become a member of this page, please contact admin and a link will be 

forwarded to you. 

 



 

REV’S RAMBLINGS— 

About 3 months ago we bought a caravan to 

replace the camper trailer we had. And because 

we don’t have a shed large enough to keep 

such a home on wheels, I began to research the 

possibility of buying a cover in order to give it some 

protection at least from the elements. I checked online 

and eventually went to a business on the Sunshine Coast 

who specializes in the making of covers for caravans. For 

an hour I listened, asked questions, looked at various 

samples and realized that – like most things I guess - there 

was a lot more to such a purchase than just getting any 

cover. There are different materials, thicknesses, weather 

resistant as distinct from weather proof, height from the 

ground, what it covers at the front of the van if anything, 

warrant periods and what the warranty doesn’t cover. It 

really was an eye-opener. I could have just bought the first 

I saw off the internet and would never have known most of 

what I now know. I would have assumed that what I had 

was pretty good and despite any limitations there might 

have been when I got it home, I would have been satisfied 

– at least until I discovered at some future time what I 

didn’t know. How was I to know that everything that this 

fellow told me was 100% correct? It sounded reasonable. 

It made some sense but in the end if I was to go ahead 

and buy a cover off him, I would have to put my trust – my 

faith – in his knowledge.   And the issues I faced over this 

simple matter are exactly the same in life. Most people I 

talk to about faith in God issues tell me that they are fine. 

They live good lives, are moral citizens and give to the 

community and genuinely try to make a difference. So 

when the possibility exists that they can have something 

better, they become skeptical at best. In the end it comes 

down to faith and trust in what someone shares with you. 

Of course it’s your choice, but it just may be that your life 

will have an even better quality, be more solid when things 

go wrong, and heading for a far better ultimate outcome.  

I pray that you might listen to the voices that share about 

having and living by faith in Christ, because in my 

experience it’s a far better deal.  

Reverend Dave Thomas is the Chairman of the Uniting Church 

Child Care Association Management Committee 

Educational Leader— 

This time next year we should have completed our 

next round of Assessment and Ratings so I think it is 

a valuable exercise to revisit the concepts of the 

Early Years Framework and refresh and 

understanding and application of this document. 

This month we will examine our understanding of the 

3 interwoven concepts of the Framework, that of 

Belonging, Being and Becoming. Most of you would be 

totally familiar with these concepts but it might be a 

pertinent time to reflect on how these concepts are 

evidenced in your service. 

Belonging refers to being part of a group or family, 

that there is a connection or meaningful relationship 

with others that you feel comfortable and 

considered. We all know that children who are 

feeling safe, secure and supported are more inclined 

to be open to exploration and learning. 

Next is the concept of Being. Being is about the 

present and how we experience the “now”. For 

children it is about knowing that other children and 

adults they come into contact with care about them  

and “they are accepted for who they are”. It is about 

knowing themselves and maintaining relationships, 

enjoying the fun stuff and developing an ability to 

being able to cope and deal with challenges that face 

us in life everyday by developing resilience. 

Becoming. This reflects the rapid and significant 

change that occurs in the early years as children 

learn and grow. It reflects children's understanding 

of different situations and their growing ability to 

meet challenges associated with learning to 

participate as a member of a group, whether it be 

family, community or a particular culture. 

Complete a reflection of how these concepts are 

demonstrated in your service?  Look at it from a 

range of perspectives (your own, children, parents 

etc.)  What would an observer see and hear to 

support a sense of Belonging Being Becoming in our 

day to day interactions with children and families? 

Look at the EYLF and consider those outcomes that 

relate to each of these concepts to gain a deeper 

understanding. Share your ideas with Coordinators on 

visits and get their perspective to consider a 

different set of eyes. 

                                                                Kay 

 

 

What’s New 

Recent campaign called Early Learning: Everyone benefits to increase public understanding and awareness 
of the benefits of all learning for children under 5 and for Australia’s future prosperity.  The aim is to 
gain commitment from political leaders to increase access to high quality programs to increase children’s 
development. Go to www.everyonebenefits.org.au. You will find information to share with families and an 
Educator tab with resource links, Educator blog and links to other social media sites. 


